
 

736 North 1100 East  ▪  American Fork, Utah 84003  ▪  Telephone  (801) 642-0055  ▪  www.American-Heritage.org 

  

 
May 15, 2018 

 
 
Dear AHS Families,  
 
This month we will conclude a landmark year in our school’s history. Thanks to you and so many 
other remarkable families in our school community, we have advanced the school’s mission in ways 
that will bless and protect our children for generations to come.  
 
As a thank-you gift, we hope you will enjoy the enclosed copy of The Tech-wise Family: Everyday 
Steps for Putting Technology in Its Proper Place, which we referenced at the January all-parent 
meeting.  
 
This is not just a book about how to manage screen-time in the home, nor is it a fear-based “anti-
tech” approach to media. Rather, it is a vision of family and humanity that prompts us to re-
evaluate many aspects of our homes and relationships in life. We invite each family in our school 
community to read this book and reconsider the “proper place” of technology in our lives. Don’t 
judge it by its cover. If nothing else, please read at least the author’s preface, pp. 15–21.    
 
For better or for worse, schools are extensions of the collective homes that attend them. Whether 
you implement some or none of the ten “Tech-wise Commitments” (see pp. 41–42; each addressed 
in subsequent chapters), for the sake of your family and our school community, we hope that 
whatever is decided about the proper place of technology in your home is decided intentionally, 
prayerfully, and together as a family. Then, in the fall, we invite you to join us for a conversation 
about The Tech-wise Family—a kind of book-club discussion if you will—where we will enjoy some 
refreshments, listen to each other, and share ideas that will strengthen not only our homes, but our 
classrooms as well.          
  
We are also asking for your financial support one more time before you leave for the summer.  
 
We are pleased to report that there has been an outpouring of support for our Annual Fund this 
year. With a little over one month to go, we have raised $610,000 of our $800,000 goal. This is truly 
remarkable! Your Annual Fund donations help us to support our teachers and to provide financial 
aid for families who could not otherwise attend the school. Your Annual Fund donations also send 
a strong signal to our campus expansion donors that we are all investing in our future.  
 
We still have $190,000 left to raise in our Annual Fund by June 30, and we can do it! Thanks to very 
generous pledges by members of our Board of Trustees and Development Committee who know 
how critical this goal is to so many families in our school community, every dollar donated in the 
next month will be matched one-to-one up to $95,000, meaning that every donation in the next 
month will be doubled! If we raise $95,000, the Board and Development Committee will double it 
to complete our entire $190,000 Annual Fund goal!  
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If every family gave $220, we would complete our goal today. But we know that not every family is 
in the same position. For some families, $220 is difficult, and for others, it would not be difficult to 
give much more. Will you please help us as generously as you can? Enclosed is an envelope, or you 
can give online at the “About Us; Donate” link on the top of our homepage: https://american-
heritage.org/donate-now/.  
 
These are much needed funds. We can do this together! We are confident that if 100% of the 
families in the school community give whatever they can, in any amount, the windows of heaven 
will open and we will complete this important goal.  
 
Thank you, and may the Lord continue to bless and sustain your families.     
    
Sincerely,  

 
Grant Beckwith 
Principal 
 
cc: AHS Board of Trustees 
David Stirling, Chairman 
Dr. Jim Stice, Chairman Elect 
Brett Gerlach, Development Committee Chair 
Shannon Brown 
Fraser Bullock 
Dan Burton 
Mikel Chertudi 
David Handy 
Katie Holmstead 
LaDawn Jacob 
Shelaine Maxfield 
Janine Miner 
Julie Sessions 
Jeff Sheets 
Bob Sorensen 
Laurie Swim 
Dr. Ralph van der Beek  
Nancy Willis 


