
A Distance Learning Course

Art History: Renaissance

Supplies for Michelangelo Project
� Artist Notebook

� Art “His” Story - page 5

� Crayons or colored pencils

� White Drawing Paper

� Tape

� Pencil

Gather the supplies at your work area 

BEFORE you begin the art project.
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Open Artist Notebook
Go to page 5 – “Art His Story” page

Renaissance  Period  - 1400- 1600 AD.
painting, sculpture and decorative arts of that period 

of European history

Renaissance means a ‘rebirth’ of traditional 
principles.

techniques of lighting, linear and atmospheric 

perspective, anatomy, foreshortening and 

characterisation

Renaissance art is the painting, sculpture and 

decorative arts of that period of European history 

known as the Renaissance, emerging as a distinct 

style in Italy in about 1400, in parallel with 

developments which occurred in philosophy, 

literature, music and science. Renaissance art, 

perceived as a "rebirth" of ancient traditions, took as 

its foundation the art of Classical antiquity, but 

transformed that tradition by the absorption of recent 

developments in the art of Northern Europe and by 

application of contemporary scientific knowledge.

Who is Michelangelo?

He whole name is Michelangelo di Lodovico Buonarroti 

Simoni.  He is known as just Michelangelo.

He lived from1475 – 1564 in Italy.

He is a famous for his sculptures, paintings, architecture, 

and poetry. 

His most famous works include the David (sculpture), 

The Creation of Adam (painting as part of the Sistine 

Chapel ceiling masterpiece), and Pietà (sculpture).

Please read the background information on Michelangelo 

in the handout provided.

Portrait of Michelangelo by 

Jacopino del Conte (after 1535) 

at the age of 60
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Works of Michelangelo

• Michelangelo's Pieta, a depiction of the 
body of Jesus on the lap of his mother 
Mary after the Cruxifixion, was carved in 
1499, when the sculptor was 24 years old.   
This sculpture is made out of marble and 
is 68.5 inches by 76.8 inches.  It is 
located in St. Peter's Basilica.

• The Statue of David, 
completed by Michelangelo 
in 1504, is one of the most 
renowned works of the 
Renaissance.   It stands 
17 feet tall and made of 
solid marble, a type of rock.  
Michelangelo received the 
commission, or job, at the 
age of 24 years old and 
finished the statue 3 years 
later.

• This is a detail, or part, of the 
fresco painting  on the ceiling 
of the Sistine Chapel entitled 
The Creation of Adam.   
Michelangelo 

Ceiling of the Sistine Chapel

Michelangelo’s work took approximately four years to complete (1508–1512). The composition contains 
over 300 figures and at its center nine episodes from the Book of Genesis in the Bible.  Among the most 
famous paintings on the ceiling are the Creation of Adam, Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden,  the 
Great Flood, and the Prophet Isaiah. Around the windows are painted the ancestors of Christ.  We 
celebrate his dedication and endurance to work hard for a long period of time.
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Drawing on the Ceiling
Now you get a chance to draw like Michelangelo!

1. First, tape a piece of paper on the bottom side of a table or chair.  
2. Then, put your drawing supplies on the floor underneath the taped drawing 

paper.  
3. Lay down on your back and with a pencil, draw your favorite bible story.  

Don’t worry if your drawing looks funny.  This activity is fun, but 
challenging!

4. Take some crayons and color your picture while you are still laying down.

How do you feel drawing upside-down?
How does your arm feel?

Now image painting in that position day after day for four years!  Michelangelo 
is truly amazing!

Clean – Up Work Area   

1. Take all tape off your drawing and furniture.

2.Put all art tools and supplies away.

3.Display Artwork or put in Artist Notebook.

4.Wipe off work area with a damp cloth if needed.

GOOD STEWARDSHIP!
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